The main objective of this research was to find out the cognitive level of the 2010 Senior High School National Examination based on Bloom's Taxonomy. The method used in this research is descriptive qualitative method. The result of the research showed that multiple choice test items that evaluate these higher levels of reasoning should present a case or situation to the student, and then require them to apply theories, processes, or other types of analysis learned in class to arrive at the answer to the multiple choice items based on the case information. In this test, the researcher viewed that the test was well constructed. In listening section, the native speaker is not as hard as others. Sometimes, the students are difficult to catch what speaker said.
Introduction
National curriculum is the basic standard of developing the quality of our educational system and to determine the policy in the development of education. Curriculum has important role in the whole process of education. Curriculum refers to all sorts of educational activities to reach the education goals.
Johnson (in Sukmadinata, 1997: 4) stated that "curriculum prescribes (or at least anticipates) the result of instruction."In The Curriculum, Bobbitt stated that the central theory of curriculum is simple. Human life, however varied, consists in the performance of specific activities. Education that prepares for life is one that prepares definitely and adequately for these specific activities.
However numerous and diverse they may be for 100 any social class they can be discovered. This requires only that one go out into the world of affairs and discover the particulars of which their affairs consist. These will show the abilities, attitudes, habits, appreciations and forms of knowledge that men need. These will be the objectives of the curriculum. They will be numerous, definite and particularized. The curriculum will then be that series of experiences which children and youth must have by way of obtaining those objectives. We all agree that the national examinations should not be used to filter out the students.
Instead, they can be significantly improved as diagnostic tests which advise students where they are strong and where they are weak and I'm writing to inquire about money due. We are concerned about payment on your last order, December 2009. It was due in January. Could you please explain the delay? I have left several phone messages over the past few weeks, but they have not answered. Your company has always been prompt in paying our bills, and we would like continue to maintain a good relationship with you. However, this is an unusually long delay, and if we don't hear from you until April, we will have to take action. Please contact me by fax or phone as soon as possible with an explanation and the date when we will receive the overdue payment. The details of your order including items and prices are available on the following two pages. As you can see from my resume and references, I've had a lot experiences working with tourists. I used to work at a prominent multinational travel agent as a tourist guide for about one year, and another two years as a tourist consultant at the same company.
I would be really very glad if you would take me into your consideration.
I'm looking forward to having your invitation for an interview. Reading text for questions number 25 to 28. One day, when Sangkuriang was hunting, he accidentally killed his beautiful black dog Si Tumang. This dog is actually Sangkuriang's father who had been condemned to live the life of a dog by his GURU. However, Sangkuriang never knew it. Sangkuriang had been separated from his mother since childhood. On his way home, he stopped at a small village and fell in love with a beautiful girl. He didn't realize that the village was his homeland nor that the beautiful girl was his own sacred mother who remained young and pretty.
Their love grew naturally and one day, when they were discussing their wedding plans, Dayang Sumbi suddenly realized that the profile of Sangkuriang's head matched that of her son who had left twenty years earlier. How could she marry her own son? But she didn't wish to disappoint him. So she agreed to marry Sangkuriang only on the condition that he would provide her with a lake and a boat with which they could sail on their wedding day the next at a dawn.
Sangkuriang accepted this condition. He damned up the Citarum River to make a lake. Dayang Sumbi realized that Sangkuriang would fulfill the condition she had set. With a wave of her supranatural shawl, she lit up the eastern horizon with flashes of light. Deceived by false dawn, the cock crowed and farmers rose for the new day.
Sangkuriang realized that he failed to finish the boat. With all his anger, he kicked the unfinished boat upside -down. The boat is now known as the mount TAGKUBAN PARAHU. In Sundanese, TANGKUBAN means upturned or upside down, and PARAHU means boat. With the dam torn asunder, the water drained off the lake and made the lake a wide plain. It is now called Bandung from the word BENDUNG which means dam. Reading text for questions number 35 to 38
Many people call platypus duckbill because this animal has a bill like a duck's bill. Platypus is an indigenous of Tasmania and southern and eastern Australia. Although it lays eggs instead of bearing its young alive, the platypus is a true mammal, not a reptile. It nurses its young with milk as do other mammals.
Platypus has a flat tail and webbed feet. Its body length is 30 to 45 cm and covered with a thick and woolly layer of fur. Its bill is detecting prey and stirring up mud. Platypus' eyes and head are small. It has no ears but has ability to sense sound and light.
The male platypus has a hollow claw, or spur, on each hind leg. The spurs are connected with poison glands. The platypus leg scratches and poisons it enemies with the spurs.
Platypus lives in streams, rivers and lakes. Female platypus usually digs burrows in the streams or river banks. The burrows are blocked with soil to protect it from intruders and flooding. On the other hand, male platypus does not need any burrow to stay. Igloos or snow houses are shelter constructed from blocks of snow, generally in the form of a dome. Although igloos are usually associated with all Inuit, they were predominantly constructed by people of Canada's Central Arctic and Greenland's Thule area. Inuit people tended to use snow to insulate their houses. The temperature outside may be as low as -45 0 C, but on the inside the temperature may range from -7 0 C to -16 0 C when warmed by body heat alone.
There were three traditional types of Igloos. The smallest one was constructed as a temporary shelter, usually used for one or two nights. These were built and used during hunting trips, often on open see ice. Next in size was the semi permanent, intermediate-sized for family dwelling. This is a single room dwelling that housed one or two families. The largest of the igloos is normally built in groups of two. These might have had up to five rooms and housed up to 20 people. A large igloo might have been constructed from several igloos attached by tunnels, giving common access to the outside. These were used to hold community feasts and traditional dances. The reading text for questions number 43 to 46 Democracy is a form of government. The word democracy means rule by the people. Abraham Lincoln described such selfgovernment as government of the people, by the people, for the people.
The citizens of a democracy take part in government either directly or indirectly. In a direct, or pure, democracy, the people meet in the one place to make the laws for their community.
Most modern democracy is representative democracy. In large communities -cities, states, provinces or countries -it is impossible for all the people to meet as a group. Instead, they elect certain number of their fellow citizens to represent them in making decisions about laws and other matters that affect the people. An assembly of representatives may be called a council, a parliament, or a congress. Government by the people through their freely elected representatives is sometimes called republican government.
The democratic way of life recognizes the equality and dignity of all persons regardless of race, religion, sex, or social standing. It holds that everyone is equal in court trials and other legal matters. It provides freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of religion.
Almost all governments claim to be democratic, but many are actually totalitarian. Reading text for questions number 47 to 50
Sutiyoso will be given an Asian Air Quality Management Award Friday at an International Conference in Yogyakarta, but some people have questions whether he really deserved the honor. The critics say Sutiyoso has done little to reduce air pollution in the capital.
I think Sutiyoso deserved the award. Although we haven't seen solid air quality management, he has restored the National Monument (Monas) Park to a green cool area where families can go to jog or have a picnic.
He also initiated the bus way project, which I believe is a good step toward reducing air pollution in Jakarta.
However, the government has to take further action such as limiting the number of motorcycles in Jakarta. All of the motorcycles on the roads contribute to air pollution in the city.
On the other hand, some people can't understand how Sutiyoso can win this award because he hasn't made any improvement in Jakarta's air management.
Jakarta is becoming more polluted as the authorities cut down more and more trees for transportation projects. And they don't bother to plant new trees to replace the old ones, let alone develop new green areas.
The authorities should build more parks in the city to make Jakarta greener and less polluted. Monas Park is greener now, but the fences prevent people from getting in. In countries like Singapore and Australia, public parks are pleasant places to hang out. It is possible, however, to design multiple-choice test items to evaluate students' cognitive abilities at a higher level. The test items go beyond simple recognition into higher levels of application and analysis.
Students must process more information, and engage cognitive processes that take more time. Thus, the time per question for this type of test should be considerably longer, it can be five minutes per question. Multiple-choice test items that evaluate these higher levels of reasoning should present the student with a case or situation, and then require him/ her to apply theories, processes, or other types of analysis learned in class to arrive at the answers to the multiple-choice items based on the case information.
In this test, the writer has viewed that the test has been well constructed. In Listening section, the native speaker is not as hard as others. Sometimes, the students are difficult to catch what the speaker said. But in this test, the conversation in the cassettes is not difficult to be grasped.
CONCLUSION
The national examination is conducted by the government as the reflection of educational system. When the students pass the exam successfully, it means that the educational system in our country is running well. The most important factor that affected the successful of students in passing the exam is the test quality.
Some students are feeling afraid cannot fill the test well. In this case, the test maker has to consider the students competency, as well. It is also has to have validity and reliability testing to ensure that the test is good or not. After analyzing the test above, the writer concluded that almost all items of the test are in Level of Understanding of Bloom's Taxonomy. In this test, the students are required to understand the reading passage and the conversations in the Listening section. There are exception for number 4, 5, and 6, where the test is in Level of Recalling
